




 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 8, 2017 

 

 

Ibrahim Jilani  

Senior Business Development Manager 

Energy Systems & e-Mobility, UL LLC 

 

Re: Support of UL 9540A 

 

Dear Mr. Jilani, 

 

I would like to thank you, and the team at Underwriters Laboratories for the incredible work they 

have undertaken in regard to lithium-ion batteries and Energy Storage Systems. As a representative 

of the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), our members have learned a great deal over 

the last few years regarding battery failures. The lessons learned on resulting safety considerations 

and the potential impact on tactical decisions regarding responses to battery failures has been very 

valuable.  

 

We are now in a position where our members may be responding to battery systems with the energy 

density that is far greater than systems we have historically encountered. The work at UL has been 

critical for the fire service to identify these potentials and the considerations the fire service must 

employee during our responses.  

 

In the fire service, the most successful fire event is the one that does not occur but we know all 

products and systems have the potential for failure(s) and eventually will experience a failure(s). In 

reviewing the research one thing is clear to us; the most logical approach to incidents involving 

Energy Storage Systems is to prevent their failure. The second priority is to reduce the growth or 

expansion of the fire, or explosive event, should a failure(s) occur. This is why the development of 

UL 9540A is so important. It outlines a process where we can test and evaluate these systems from 

the cell level and upward.  

 

On behalf of the IAFC, I am writing in strong support of the full adoption and adherence to the 

elements of UL 9540A. While current standards have done a tremendous job ensuring consistent and 

safe products to the market, the increase of energy density requires additional testing to measure 

potential threats of failure(s) and fire. We believe it is in the best interest of public and firefighter 

safety to adopt and adhere to UL 9540A.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Fire Chief Thomas C. Jenkins V 

President and Chairman of the Board 
 

 



 

 
 
December 15, 2017 
 
Ibrahim Jilani, Senior Business Development Manager 
Energy Systems & e-Mobility, UL LLC 
 
Re: Support of UL 9540A 
 
Dear Mr. Jilani, 
The International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) represents over 310,000 professional 
fire fighters and emergency medical service providers across the United States and Canada.  
Our members serve cities, fire districts, towns, counties, states and provinces in both 
nations.  IAFF members protect the communities that are home to over 85% of the 
population of both great nations.  
 
I would like to thank you, and the team at Underwriters Laboratories (UL) for the 
incredible work undertaken regarding lithium-ion batteries and Energy Storage Systems. 
As a representative of the IAFF, our members have learned a great deal over the last few 
years regarding battery failures. The lessons learned on resulting safety considerations and 
the potential impact on tactical decisions regarding responses to battery failures has been 
very valuable.  
 
Our members are responding to battery systems with the energy density that is far greater 
than systems we have historically encountered. The work at UL has been critical for the fire 
service to identify these risks and the tactics the fire service must employ during our 
responses.  
 
In the fire service, the most successful fire event is the one that does not occur. The goal is 
to prevent the fire from occurring and to limit the extent of the fire if it does occur. In 
reviewing the research one thing is clear to us; the most logical approach to incidents 
involving Energy Storage Systems is to prevent their occurrence. The second priority is to 
reduce the growth or expansion of the fire should a failure occur. This is why the 
development of UL 9540A is so important. 
 
On behalf of the IAFF, I am writing in strong support of the full adoption and adherence to 
the elements of UL 9540A. While current standards do a tremendous job insuring 
consistent and safe products are brought to the market, the increase of energy density 
requires additional full-scale testing to potential threats of failure and fire. We believe it is 
in the best interest of the public and fire fighter safety to adopt and adhere to UL 9540A.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
Director, Wildland Fire Fighting Safety 
International Association of Fire Fighters 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE FIRE MARSHALS 

 
December 7, 2017 

Ibrahim Jilani, Senior Business Development Manager 

Energy Systems & e‐Mobility, UL LLC 

 

Re: Support of UL 9540A 

Dear Mr. Jilani, 

I am writing to you today on behalf of the National Association of State Fire Marshals to express 

our strong support for full adoption and compliance to the components of UL 9540A.  State Fire 

Marshals throughout the country are grappling with evaluations of the fire protection features 

required for the safe installation and maintenance of lithium‐ion batteries and Energy Storage 

Systems.   These evaluations often center on how to protect occupants and firefighters from the 

dangers of thermal runaway should system failure occur. 

We see UL 9540A as a substantial enhancement to aid in ensuring the safe and reliable 

performance of these systems, especially in limiting fire growth should fire emergencies occur.  

While existing listings have offered solid guidance, new technologies have presented the 

Marshals with products exhibiting significantly increased energy density, calling for more robust 

testing and certification from the cell level and upward.  UL 9540A will provide them with the 

assurances needed to properly implement and enforce the codes. 

It has, and will continue to be, a primary focus of NASFM and the Marshals to work vigorously in 

support of fire prevention efforts.  Due to the potential severity of events associated with 

thermal runaway in Battery Energy Storage Systems, we feel strongly prevention is the single 

most important means of protecting the public.  The best trained, best equipped firefighters 

cannot always safely overcome the dangers associated with these dynamic fires. The reality is, 

the most effective means of reducing loss of life and economic stability to fire is to prevent the 

fire’s ignition and growth from ever occurring and restraining fire growth should incidents occur. 

I want to thank you, and your dedicated team at Underwriters Laboratory for your work on this 

important issue.  Together we can work to keep our citizens and first responders protected and 

free from harm. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Jim Narva, Executive Director 

National Association of State Fire Marshals 
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